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dines, I sleeps/ The negotiations for an Anglo-
French-Soviet Pact reached an impasse, and Stalin
turned an ear to other offers.
It is not yet possible to state at \vhat point the
decision to conclude a Nazi-Soviet entente wras
reached, but there is evidence to show that tentative
advances of increasing warmth had been in process
since the beginning of 1939. The early approaches
wrere abortive, but after the annexation of Bohemia
and Moravia, it wTould appear, the course of the
negotiations began to run more smoothly. Litvinov,
the Soviet apostle of collective security, 'resigned1 in
May, and the activities in the early summer of the
disgruntled Czech leader, General Syrovy, as entre-
preneur between Moscow7 and Berlin, were followed
by the sudden and secret visit to Moscow of Herr von
Papen in July. Slowly but surely the realization of
the incredible became a possibility.
'Ideologies' give way to Imperialist Interests
For both parties a rapprochement involved the
abandonment alike of fundamental principles and
active policies. The basic doctrines of Mein Kampf,
the dreams of a German exploitation of the Ukraine
and the Baltic, the proud boastings of the Anti-
Comintern Pact, even the foundations of the Rome-
Berlin Axis, must find a common grave with the
Russian protestations of collective security, the
'People's Front', and the anti-Fascist line of the
Third International. The Pelion of perjury was
piled upon the Ossa of betrayal. Before the winds
of military expediency and the grumbling hunger of